REVOLUTIONARY  CLASS

has to be not composed or resolved, but transcended.
The establishment of the least common denominator
among these immediate interests is now completely
ineffective for the purpose of social revolution.

That paradox the Marxist ignores; indeed, as we
have seen, Marx himself ignored it. It was only
beginning to appear in his lifetime. It is sometimes
forgotten that he died more than fifty years ago, and
that it is almost wholly within the second half of those
fifty years that what Marx called 'the first phase of
the workers' revolution5, namely, the conquest of
democracy, has been achieved. Instead of learning
the lessons of that period, socialist intelligence has
been captivated by the Russian Revolution and
reverted to the most primitive form of a Marxist
theory, which had never come into real contact with
the problems of socialism under democracy. This neo-
primitive Marxism cannot admit that these problems
are really new, and that neither in Marx-Leninism nor
in Marxism itself can be found the faintest indication
how to solve them. The attraction of Marx-Leninism
is that it solves everything, and that problems which it
cannot solve cannot exist.

The problem that emerges, when the working class
has conquered Democracy, is the one we have formu-
lated: namely, that the working class has to achieve
unity on a new level of awareness. Political 'unity5, as
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